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May 13, 1966

Dear

Thank you for your letter, which gives me an opportunity
- to cohment'on our prinﬁing an article in FORE IGN AFFAIRS by
George A, Carver, Jr., a'member of the staff of C.I.A., without
includihg that fact in tﬁe'description of the author,

§

The'origins, character and connections of the Viet Cong

emerged last winterfas a matter of obvious importance in any
_negotiation which might be undertaken by our Goverﬁment. I hac
-not seen any adequate-investigation ofvtheisubjeqt in an American
’magazineq. Mr.'Carver'seemed the obvious'choice to prepare an
.Rhistorical analysis for us becéu se a prev1ous artlclc by him
. ("The Real Rovolution in South Viet Na am, " FORLI(;N AFFAIRS,

. April 1965) had -attracted unusually.W1de and most favorable atten-

. tion and because the subjgct was of such,eomplexity that no one

who had not becn givinglit constant Study for a’long’per%od conld

possibly deal with it oat1sfactor11y. I 1nv1ted the article

directly from hlm, not through C I A
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I would have preferred to indicate i'r. Carver's connection

" with C.I.A. However, C.I.A, has a :general rule against divulging

-the‘identity‘of its ataff membels. I felt that the rule worked

agaanst its own best 1nterests in Lhas case, 51nce it would gain

.credlt by show1ng that its, staff contained SpeC1allsts able to

meet the hlghest standards of scholardhlp;.but the rule that
staff members Canhot write as such is a Staﬁdjnc one. My feeling
that the 1ntr1n51c merlts of the article would outweigh this

dlsaovantage seemed to me justified when I recelved the manuscript.

Y

I regret that the great value of this article is belno lost

ﬁﬁ: 51ght of at. a time whon the ubJect is so. 1mportant for our
?\A~understand1ng:ol'the nature of the enemy with which we must deal

in whatever neqoﬁiations lie ahcad. When I was .in South Viet Mam

last month this. p01nt was forcibly borne in on me, and I felt

partlcularly pleased that the Carver article would add "’ cons ider-

o ably to the basis of fact on Wthh the Amnrlcan public would

view ony such nogotla .ions., The. feellng was confirmed when I
qhowed a copy of the drtlcle 1o two of Lhe best known and re-

gpected Amerlcan Journalluts whom I happened to meet in. Slngaoore.

'One of these journalists who has spent the better part of

three years in uOUth Viet Nam, and who is st*onoly critical of

~the’ Adm: nlsirataon 's pollcy there, wrote me as fo]lows:'"l

thought the Carver piece first rate, tho best analy I have

seen of the Vlet Cong and Han01 tie-up. His oocumenfallon is

excellent “and, to hlS credlt he does not carry th1nqr too far,
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[‘lln that he admlts that dlfferences exrst wlthln the structure
Irbut that the- pecullar control exercrsed by the Lao Dong keeps
these dlfferences more or less under control " The other news ?
ﬂ_men, a. regular oorresnondent lor one of the leadlng Amerlcan B
ek 'papers wthh hac becn steaolly crwtlcal of the Administration's
'actlons An Vlet Nam,’spoke to me in 51m11arly enthusrastlc terms.
They both knew Mr Carver S connectlon with C I A .and neither ,'?

? thought 'obv1ously, that 1t affected his Judqement or. the valuL

a of his oplnrons.;"”

"N
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At the risk. of wrltlng at tob great. lendLh I must aod a

e R

' bit of 1nformatlon Wthh I avqu1red in South Viet Nam and Wthh _;

Fap

_,a‘\.-'_..:.af' L
.

reenforces the’ accuracy of Mr Carver's analysrs. A considerable
quantlty of operatlonal orders and other documentatlon had just
been capturod from a Viet Cong neaqudrters near the pornt on
the Cambodlan border where the Ho Chi Minh trails enter oouth

\éet Nam, about 30 kllometere southwest of Plelku. I was told

that all these’ orders without OKCODilOﬂ emanated from the

Polltbureau 1n Hanor"not one .came from or-via, the National

~

lecratlon rront ' seems plain *hat the N.L. F. which was'
:wplanned orlolnally as a rival to the Salgon Government 1s now
ff% belng played down, the present object 15 to take over the ‘Saigon

.’éfff Government 1tself A° a result the useFulness of the N. L F. has ' -

dlsappeared and 1t no longer 1is u ed even ae a mcans of trans-"

mlttlng orders to Vlet Cong forces in the fleld

'.l

I hope thaL you Wlll look aoawn at the Carver artrcle with

‘_n; a freeh eye. And whether or not it scems: to you as useful ‘and

Dy . ' 1:
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" impartiality and absolute 1ndependence

-reasons for pr:ntlnq 1t were ulmply and

.
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: valdable d'contribution as it does to Me; 1 hope yeu will not

believe for an 1nstant that I could have been 1nduced to print

‘a "planted“ artlcle in F nEIGN AFFAI S for any Ourpose. I have

worxed for 42 years to glve FOH IGN Ar.AIﬂo a reputation for

and to make it deserve-

1-that'reputation. It is particularly distressing to me that the

author's connection with a government agency has led you to
suppose tﬁat-I am in ;omekwey influenced.by that agency or by;
the viewe of the Administration of which it is d part. This is-
contrary te fact..

/

,_artlcle and the W1fdom of prlntlnq it may have been wrong; my

ololy to qmvo the

A Amorlcan publlc a better ba51s -on which to Judge the neqotiations

Jhich I trust 11e ahead as our Government "ttempts to extricote

us’ from a mena01ﬂg oltuotlon. 'v.ﬂ S -‘-; .
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